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MEMORANDUM FOR$ Director of Centrel Intelligense
SUBJECT ¢ Authority to Averd the Medel of Freedonm

PROBLEM, To ascertain the best procedure for sward of the

Medal of Fraedom by the Director of Central Intelligence.

ASSIMPTION, That contributions in the £isld of invelligence

deserving sward of the Medal of Freedom will cccur regardless
of a atate of war or nationnl emergency.

FACTS BRARING ON THE PROBLEM.

a. Executive Order 9580 ecteblished the Medal of Freedon
and suthorized its award by the Secreteries of State, War,
and Navy for meritorious acts or servises ailding the United
Gtates in the prosecution of & war after December 7, 1941.

b. In 1952 the Bureau of the Buiget requested cauments
for vevision of Executive Order 9536. The fentral
Intelligence Agency pointed out that intelligesce comtri- |
butions in time of pesce could be as deserving of the award
of the Meds)l of Freedom as those made &uring times of war i
or netional emergency and esked for s aspecific revision on !
this point. Furthermore, it asked that the nev Order speeify :
that the head of any sgency not authorized to make the awerd
aould rescimend to one of the authorized Becretaries that
the Medal be given for sppropriate services.

. e, Bmeutive Order 10336 of April 5, 1952, provided
that the Medal of Freedor may be awarded to a person
performing & meritorious act or service which has eided
the United States in prosecution of a war or hes aided
any nation engaged with the Unlted States in prosecutlion
of & var against a ccempon enemy, or who during s period
of national smergency hes furthered the interests of the
security of the United States or of any nation allled or
assoolated with the United States.

4, The Secretaries of State, Defense, Army, Nevy, and
Alr or their designees are authorized to make the award ;
under the sbove circumstances., Hesds of other agencies i
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may recoumend to the Secretary of Defense the eward of the
Medal and he may then make the award. Under special cirous:-
stances snd without regard to the existance of a state of

war or national emergency, the Medal may slso be ewarded

by or et the direstion of the President for a meritorious sct
or service in the intevest of the security of the United Biates.
Acts performed by eitizens of the United States within its
continental limits or by s member of the armed forces are
excluded.

L, DISCUSSION.

The changes contained in Executive Order 10330 were those
requested by CIA except for the teohnical ehanges in titleu
required by the reorganisstion of the mymed sarvices. At
that time it was decided that the CYA would not veguest
authorities similar to those of the Becreterles to nake
swards for acts performed during siate of var or aatiopal
smergency, and it was further deteymined that it would be
appropriate to restrict the suthority to eward for peacetliqe
acts to the President. It is nov undexrstood that the
Wwwyﬁshmmmmmofmmof
Freedom on his own cognizance. This csnnot Le done under
the Executive Order as now worded. We heve ilnguired vhethor
the Dirsctor could be o suthorized on & continulng dbesis
by the President by o separsie directive referring to the
awvards by or at the direction of the President without

to & state of war or national emergency. The
t of Justice has informally informed us thet such
a sepevate directive would not suffice legaily.

5, CONCIUSION., If the Director were to be given any direct authority
to everd the Medal of Freedom, it should Be siniler to the
Presidentinl suthority in regard to ects or services parformed
in peacetime. This would require an smendment of Ewecutlve
Order 10336, with an honor swards delegation to the Direcior
of Central Intelligencs broader than that to the Becretaries
of State and Defense and the service Secreteriles. It 1s
believed impolitic to requast such a delegation.

6. RECOMMENDATION, Thst the Director utilize the procedures se:
forth in Executive Order 10336 for the award of ithe Medal
of Freedom so that in case of acts or services performed
during wartime or state of nationsl emmrgency the reoomnende-
tion for the award will go to the Secretsry of Defense and
for scts performed during pescetime the reccamendation will
go to the President., In special oircumstences, the recomuenda-
tion to the President should request that the awsxd be avthor-
ized snd that the President direct that it be avarded
specifically by the Director of Central Intelligence.
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